
MINUTES OF 21st MEETING OF SLAG LANE MEDICAL CENTRE 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 

HELD MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2017  

AT GOLBORNE SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

 

 
1. Attendees:  KH, TH, KLH, MC, KC, MR 

 

2. Apologies for Absence:  AM, BB,   

 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting: 

 

 The minutes of the 20th Meeting held on 31 October 2016 were agreed as a 

true record. 

  

 KH opened the meeting and welcomed Mr Greg Cox our local Pharmacist 

from Cohen’s Pharmacy in Braithwaite Road, Lowton who had agreed to 

come along to the meeting to give an informal talk on the work and future of 

the Pharmacy.  KH also welcomed two members of Braithwaite Road Surgery 

PPG who had come along to observe and Alex Fairhurst one of our own 

Surgery reception staff. 

 

 Greg had been invited to give the PPG an insight to the workings of our local 

Pharmacy following the recent Government announcement that they wished to 

reduce the number of NHS accredited pharmacies in order to cut future costs. 

Greg outlined the services offered and how the pharmacy was financed as an 

NHS service and other services which were not covered (ie home deliveries of 

medication).  Wastage of medications was one of the issues increasing costs to 

the NHS as our Group had discussed in the past.  Other issues explained were 

the electronic prescription service and IT pharmacies.  IT pharmacies were 

being set up in industrial areas in controlled regulated units and Greg was 

concerned that a few of his customers had received letters from certain 

companies and it seemed that the elderly were being targeted.  

 

 TH enquired if Cohens would be affected in any of the closures but Greg said 

due to it being the only pharmacy in the immediate area and the expected 

increase in new homes locally he hoped not. 

 

 KC asked how staff changes affected the pharmacy and Greg explained it took 

a lot of time and effort training staff but fortunately their staff turnover was 

not high and the Group agreed that the staff at Cohens were excellent.  KH 

thanked Greg for his time and enlightening discussion. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report 

 

 KH outlined a meeting he attended on 7 December entitled ‘Care and Share’ 

arranged by the CCG which discussed sharing of information on patients to 

the necessary departments.  This was chaired by Johnathon Kerry, IT Assistant 

Director and a further follow-up meeting is due to take place and KH will 

discuss this in more detail at our next meeting in March. 



 

 KH suggested we invite AGE UK to speak at our next meeting if this was 

possible. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

 

 TABA/ULC meeting: KH attended the last meeting but no Minutes had yet 

been circulated.  The next meeting was scheduled for 11 January and KLH 

would attend. 

 

 Surgery Update: MR introduced Alex Fairhurst, one of our Surgery 

Receptionists who is also training to take over from MR as Practice Manager 

in the future.  The PPG looked forward to getting Alex involved in the Group. 

 

 MR said that Dr Kumar had been unsuccessful in joining the Leigh Cluster 

due to geographical areas and had decided he will join the Liga Cluster on a 

trial basis.  At this point the PPG reiterated the importance of keeping our 

Surgery a single practice. 

 

 MR advised that APMS (Alternative Provider Medical Service) contracts in 

the WWL area were due for renewal and the CCG was to issue a note re this.  

KLH to follow up and issue at our next meeting. 

 

 Patient Forum:  TH attended the Patient Forum on 8 December and advised 

the CCG had announced the funding from the DevManc initiative to support 

transformation of services had been approved for the remainder of this year 

and 2017/18 which will be used to help processing discharges from the 

Infirmary.  Also Link workers received a funding extension. 

 

6. Any Other Business 
 

 Graham Wardle, PPG Chair from Braithwaite Road Surgery and Chair of 

ULC/TABA announced that Frank Costello, Chairman of the Patient Forum 

and Deputy Chairman of the CCG had agreed to attend the ULC/TABA 

meetings twice yearly.  He also invited members of our PPG to attend the next 

Braithwaite Road PPG meeting on 22 February as observers.  KLH to discuss 

with KH. 

 

7. Date of Next Meeting 

 

 The next meeting will be held on Monday 6 March 2017 at 7.15 pm. 

 

 

KLH 

 

  

 

 

 


